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Described as spontaneots and selfless,
Nicholas Pierce found his niche during

Pierce’s life made such an impact on oth-
ers that at a memorial service held
Wednesday at the Wesley Foundation,
there was standing room only:

Pierce died suddenly on Christmas Eve
after his spleen ruptured after a long bout
of mononucieosis, which neither he nor
his family knew he had. He was a sopho-

B8 more in the College of Engineering and
CW Michea Holden  just 19 years old.
Sybiil Todd speaks at a memorial Reverend Ken Smith, who conducted
for Nicholas Pierce Wednesday. the service, reminded those in atten-

the brief time he spent at the University.

dance thatlife is a gift and to “give thanks
for the life of Nicholas Pierce.”

SGA. president Jonathan Macklem

spoke on behalfof the student bedy.

“In this time ¢
the student body

f grief, it's important to
 to remember Nick,” he

said. “It is our regponsibility to share with
one another the experiences we have had

with oth-

with Nick and

TS
Sybil Todd, vice president of student
affairs, shared @ similar message and

some comments
Pierce.

others had made about

“He was filled with spontaneity,” she

said. “He never

-promoted himself and
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was in fact an individual who
promoted others.” .

She also described him as
someone who “knew what was
important in his life.”

“We must learn to emulate
those things which made him
special,” she said. “And from
this we must learn that we are
our brothers’ and sisters’
keepers.”

Susan Dowdey, whose
daughter was one of Pierce's
friends, said what struck her
most about Plerce was his
smile.

“He was really fun, fun-lov-
/+fagiand. loy ryane” she’:
said: “He ha at attitude

about life and was a pleasure
to be around. He was one of
the smartest boys I ever knew.”

Pierce was an active teenag-
er with hobbies includin;
hunting, snow skiing and
deep-sea fishing, Hewas also a
serious student, exemplified
by his distinction as a National
Merit Scholar and University
Presidential Scholar.

Not one to complain, the
2000 Mountain Brook High
School graduate once tried to
play football with a sprained
ankle.

“He wasn't scared of any-
thing, and he almost never
complained,” his sister Leigh
Ann Pierce said in a piece she
wrote about her brother.

When Pierce first became
sick, he complained of few
symptoms and never men-
tioned to doctors or parents
that he was fatigued. One doc-
tor diagnosed him with the flu
and another diagnosed him
with sinusitis. None of the
doctors he visited took blood
to test for mono.

“If he would have told me
he had been feeling fatigued, I
would have immediately
thought of mono,” his mother
Ann Pierce said.

“1 think that there’s enough
stress in school to give stu-
dents the reason to think Tl
get better,” his father Chip
Pierce said. “I think that's what
he thought.”

The Pierces hope students

will learn from itheir isong had time to do something with

death and learn to take care of ;
themselves and listen to their ;:’n‘)p“g"::f dad, and that’s
bodies. i
(= _“He always exceeded our
“When you don't feel well, ctations.”

describe all of what your AR af Diekch: are

symptoms are,” his father said. i ;
Sym & ged to share their
Iltsm ggg&zﬁt 1o tel‘igec memories and experiences on
P e”Thls Silld havenea“yﬁ been a Web site dedicated to him.

o Lecd just by ttinyg iy Those wishing to contribute
pIeVEREeEY 8¢ should e-mail their stories to

to the hospital even a day
before we did,” his mother
said. .

Though his death was a
shock, Pierce’s family is able to
take comfort in their fond
memories of him.

“We had a great time as a
family,” his father said, “and
it's been a joy to think we were
able to do so much. He always

nickpiercememories@yahoo.c
om.
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In rememberance of the Ufe of

a beloved student of thix University

Nicholay Frankliw Pierce,
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